JANUARY 


at the 
CALIFORNIA 


JANUARY MEETING 
Date: Tuesday, January 26, 8:15 p.m. 


Place: Morrison Auditorium 
Speaker: Charles Tyler Hotchkiss 
Subject: "WILDERNESS TRAILS" 


This second in the current series of 
Audubon Wildlife Films presents a panorama 
of great wildlife sanctuaries as recorded by 
Mr. Hotchkiss’ far-roving camera. The rug- 
ged Rockies, glacier peaks, steaming geysers, 
tundra, mangrove swamp and golden glades 
contrast as sharply as the limpkins, crocodile, 
ibis, mountain goat and bighorn sheep that 
find protection within these wilderness areas, 
Viewers see the gently flowing River of Grass 
that moves imperceptibly towards the sea, 
teeming with feeding birds. Snowy egrets 
fight over choice fishing spots. A mangrove 
fox squirrel is seen in a favorite haunt, 

A highlight of the film is a hike and 
pack trip into the Bridger Wilderness area 
including the Wind River mountains. The high- 
est peaks in Wyoming are reflected in the 
deep lakes left by the glaciers. A climb to 
the top of historic Fremont Peak reveals the 
grandeur of one of America's largest wilder- 
ness areas, still locked in the ice age. 

Mr. Hotchkiss has devoted many ad- 
venturous years to nature photography and 
has produced numerous and outstanding wild- 
life films. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 


"THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM" con- 
tinues through January 3. Beginning January 6: 

“TAURUS THE BULL", a spotlight on 
the constellation of Taurus, its myths, legends, 
history and significant features. Performances 
daily at 3:30 p.m. with evening shows, Wed- 
nesday through Sunday, at 8:30. Extra mati- 
nees at 2:00 on Saturday and Sunday. The 
Planetarium is closed on Monday and Tuesday 
evenings. 


MORRISON AUDITORIUM 


The California Academy of Sciences 
Science Theatre presents ''THE SEA OF COR- 
TEZ" on Saturdays and Sundays at 12:45, 2:15, 


ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


and 3:45 p.m. Admission: Adults, 75¢, Juniors, 
40¢, 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


Exhibit of the Month: "KIWI", a spec- 
imen of flightless New Zealand bird. Main 
Foyer, Science Museum. 

"GOODBYE TO GLEN CANYON", 25 
color enlargements of photographs taken by 
Frank Sojka during a 122-mile ''white-water" 
trip down the Colorado River before Glen 
Canyon was covered by the waters of a man- 
made dam. Lovell White Hall of Man and 
Nature. Continues through January. 


"SCIENCE IN SCTION" (Schedule for viewers 
in the San Francisco Bay Area: Tuesday evenings, 
6:30 p.m., KTVU-TV, Channel 2. For other areas, 
see the TV listings in your local paper), 


January 5: "WATER AND LIFE", with Guest 
Scientists Drs. Lorus and Margery 
Milne, Professors of Biology, Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire. 


January 12: "DRUGS AND POISONS FROM THE 
SEA" with Dr. Ross F. Nigrelli, 
Director of the Laboratory of Marine 
Biochemistry and Ecology, Aquarium 
of the New York Zoological Society. 


January 19: "NUCLEAR SCIENCE", with Dr. 
Glenn T. Seaborg, Nobel Laureate, 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Com- 
mission. 


January 26: "CORONARY CANDIDATES", with 
Meyer Friedman, M.D., and Ray 
Rosenman, M.D., Harold Brunn Insti- 
tute, Mount Zion Hospital and Medical 
Center. 


NEWS and NOTES ....... 


By action of the Science Council and 
with the unanimous approval of the Board of 
Trustees, Mr. John Gasperetti, Field Associ- 
ate for the Department of Herpetology, has 
been appointed a Benefactor of the Academy. 


For the past 15 years, Mr. Gasperetti 
has lived in the Middle East, and incidental 
to his main occupation as consulting geologist 
to several companies, has collected amphibi- 
ans and reptiles in Saudi Arabia, Abu Dhabi 
and Afghanistan. These collections, totalling 
more than 750 specimens taken in almost 
inaccessible places, are now at the Academy 
and have become the basis of four separate 
publications, with two more in preparation. 
At least eight new species and two new gen- 


era have been described from these materials. 
The cost of collecting and air-shipping the 
specimens to the Academy has been borne 
entirely by Mr. Gasperetti. 


To its increasing 
number of volunteers, the Academy has ex- 
tended a welcome to four individuals who are 
currently assisting the Department of Inver- 
tebrate Zoology in curating its large collec- 
tion of preserved specimens. The volunteers 
are Messrs. Lawrence Kane, Jim Norris, 
and Tom Halstead of the Zoology Department, 
San Francisco State College; and Kathleen 
Kamiya, a graduate student in the Department 
of Anatomy, University of California Medical 
School, 


IT IS STILL NOT TOO LATE 


to enroll in the courses offered by the staff 
of Morrison Planetarium in Astronomy Appre- 


ciation and Celestial Navigation which begin 
January 18 and 19 respectively. See your De- 
cember 1964 NEWSLETTER or telephone 
BAyview 1-5100 for details. 


Quite a fuss was Created in the news- 
papers and on radio across the country when 
the Academy reported the frognaping of Alvin, 
Steinhart Aquarium's prized albino bullfrog 
in late November. Alvin, a rarity from Lake 
Berryessa in Napa County, California, could 
not have decamped unassisted from his par- 
ticular abode since the cover was not only 
hard to reach, but heavy. Obviously, his ab- 
duction had been carefully planned by a tall, 
strong man - Or woman. 

Weighing about 3/4 of a pound, gold- 
en in color, and with the pinkest of eyes, he 
was one of but very few such albino frogs 
recorded in scientific literature. His loss was 
a serious one. 

However, students of Sherman Grade 
School in Oakland immediately made a gift to 
Steinhart of an albino tadpole in their posses- 
sion which now resides in the reptile and 
amphibian section of the swamp area. 

Another compensation for Alvin's dis- 
appearance was the birth of 16 Brazilian rain- 
bow boas (Epicrates cenchris cenchris) on 
November 24, The 15° beautifully marked 
specimens are doing fine. Theirs was the 
first such birth at Steinhart. 
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Meet the Staff (News and Notes Continued) 


Dy. Hans Leschke, 
Research Associate in the Department of Bo- 
tany, was honored recently for activities in a 
completely different field. The President of 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Dr. Hein- 
rich Luebke, awarded Dr. Leschke the First 
| Class of the Order of Merit in recognition of 
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in the Department of Entomology, remembers well his 
first contact with the Academy. As a junior, he, with 
a group of young biologists from Sequoia Union High 

School in Redwood City, was given a tour of the Entom- 
ology Department, an experience which fixed further his 
ideas of a career involving the world of insects. 

Attendance at San Jose State College was 
interrupted by two-and-a-half years of service in the 
U.S. Army. Following his discharge, he returned to 
San Jose to finish his B. A. degree. Subsequently, he 
went on to Stanford for both his Master's and his 
Ph.D. in biological science. 

From 1954 to 1955 he was employed by the 
Office of the Surgeon General for duty in Japan and 
taxonomic research on Culicoides (minute, biting flies 
sometimes known in patois as "no-see-ums"). It was 
during this period that Paul had a providential stroke 
of luck. Due to a last minute change of mind and 
though listed as missing, he was not, repeat not, in- 
volved in the sinking of the Toya-maru, a disaster in 
Hakodate Harbor which took hundreds of lives. 

Later employment found him a systematic 
entomologist for the California Department of Agri- 
culture and then on to the U.S. National Museum in 
Washington, D. C. He came to the Academy in 1959 
where he remained until 1961 when he took a year's 
leave of absence to accept a position as Research 
Fellow at the American Museum of Natural History 
in New York. In January 1964 he assumed his pres- 
ent status as Assistant Curator. His particular field 
of research is the family Tachinidae, parasitic flies 
which use other insects as their hosts. 

He was a member of the 1953 Sefton "Orca" 
Expedition to the Gulf of California and has collected 
extensively in Mexico, including Baja, California. He 
is a Fellow of the Academy, a past president of the 
Pacific Coast Entomological Society, and currently 
that organization's treasurer. 


his outstanding achievements as conductor of 
the San Francisco Municipal Chorus, a posi- 
tion he has held for the past 40 years. Dr. 

Leschke retired only recently at the age of 

81. The award was bestowed locally by Dr. 

Siegfried von Nostitz, Consul General at 

San Francisco. 


Volume XXXII, No. 8, of the Acad- 
emy Proceedings entitled "Contribution to the 
Biogeography of Cocos Island, Including a Bib- 
liography"’, has been translated and appears 
in greater part in the 10th Anniversary edi- 
tion of the Informe Senestral published by the 
Geographic Institute of Costa Rica, The au- 
thor of the original Academy publication is 
Dr. Leo G. Hertlein, Curator of Invertebrate 
Paleontology. 


The Department of Entomology 
has lately accessioned a fine lot of Metallic 
Wood Borer beetles. These comprise the J.R. 
Helfer private collection, of world-wide scope, 
with many species and genera new to the 
Academy collections. The larvae of the Bup- 
restidae are elongate white borers in wood, 
many of them shaped like horseshoe nails; 
and some are pests in forest trees. The 
adults are often large and vividly colored, 
brilliantly metallic with a beautiful surface 
sculpture. In Australia, one group is known 
as the Jewel Beetles. 


The collection has over a dozen pri- 
mary types, a large number of paratypes, and 
the basic material for Mr. Helfer's 1941 re- 
vision of the species of Buprestis of North 
America north of Mexico, and his unpublished 
manuscript on the Buprestidae of California. 
It is rich in exotic species identified by for- 
eign specialists, including typical examples of 
the new kinds they named. 
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